GROW
Senior Recognition Playbook
How SFUMC sends off its graduating high school seniors with worship, a Bible, a meal, and a service of their own.
The four pieces
SFUMC marks its graduating seniors in the spring with a set of moments that work together. A church can run all four or pick the ones that fit.
1. Senior Recognition Sunday: the seniors are honored in worship, with a title slide and individual slides for each graduate, and table cards that carry their names and plans.
1. Graduation Bibles: each senior receives a Bible with a printed bookplate and a chosen verse, a gift they keep from the church that raised them.
1. Senior brunch or reception: a gathering for the seniors and their families, with an invitation and an RSVP card sent ahead.
1. Baccalaureate service: a worship service for the graduates, with its own program and invitation, separate from the Sunday recognition.
The rhythm
The work clusters around graduation season in late spring. Gather the senior list and their photos and plans early, since the slides, table cards, and bookplates all draw from the same information. Send the brunch invitation and baccalaureate invitation with enough lead time for families to plan around graduation week. Order or print the Bibles and bookplates ahead so they are ready to hand over on recognition Sunday.
Note for the published version: the reusable invitations, slides, table cards, and bookplate templates live in the youth ministry files. Specific dates change each year. This document captures the model so it can be repeated.
How to use this
1. Collect each senior's photo, plans, and Bible verse in one place early in the spring.
1. Pick which of the four pieces you can carry well, rather than forcing all of them.
1. Reuse the templates year to year and only update names and dates.
1. Give the Bible as the keepsake that ties the send-off back to the church.
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