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From the Senior Pastor

| arrived at Spanish Fort UMC the first weekend of July, 2024. It was a wild fransition, in
part because our youngest of three children was three weeks old. Buf this
congregation immediately became our home because the people of this church
embraced us and welcomed us in. This church family became our church family.
That's who this church is, one full of welcome and hospitality. Our Vision is “to be a
home connecting all people through worship, service, fellowship, and discipleship,
guided by Christ’s love.”

Over the past two years, we have seen God work in incredible ways in and through
the life of this congregation. Our Vision Team gave us a new direction, and we’re
witnessing the fruit of that work grow up all over the place! We launched a
community Dinner ministry that has become one of the fruest expressions of
hospitality. We opened a thriff store. We launched new Groups to give people a place
to belong.

We want fo be a home for anyone in Spanish Fort who is looking for one. This book is
an attempt to help you learn about our congregation and how fo find your place.
The four sections that follow are shaped around the values our Vision Team named.
worship. Serve. Connect. Grow. Everything else, such as the calendars, the staff
directory, the volunteer opportfunities, and the list of ministry partners, sits
underneath one of those four.

This is our 2026-2027 edition. If we had produced one in 2025-2026, it would have been
different than this one, just as next year’s will be. A Church is not a stafic organization;
it is a living organism that moves and changes every season. If there is something
missing from these pages that you'd like to see, let us know. Maybe that is how God is
calling you to get involved!

We are glad you are here. If you ever have any questions, you are more than
welcome to reach out!

(lrsds B s foosr W

Rev. Dr. Woods Bradshaw Lisenby
Senior Pastor
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“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.”

This is the mission of the United Methodist Church,
and for us here at Spanish Fort UMC. Disciple is a
word for a follower. We follow Jesus, and as we
do so, the world begins to be transformed by His
love.

About Our Church

Spanish Fort United Methodist Church was
founded in 1961 along Highway 31, the road that
has carried our community for generations. We
are part of the Alabama-West Florida Conference
of the United Methodist Church. We worship in two
styles, gather across many generations, serve our
neighbors near and far, and seek new ways fo
help make the Kingdom known on earth as it is in
heaven.

“To be a home connecting all people
through worship, service, fellowship,
and discipleship, guided
by Christ’s love.”

This vision was discerned by our Vision Team
after months of listening, prayer, surveys, and
conversation across the congregation in 2024
and 2025. It was first read aloud to the church on
Vision Ssunday, and it has shaped our planning
ever since.

A home connecting all people. That word “home”
came up in nearly every listening session. People
said they wanted a church that felt like family
without being closed to outsiders. They wanted a
place where the door was always open, and the
table was always set.

worship, Service, Fellowship, and Discipleship
are four ordinary practices that turn a building
into a church and a congregation into a family.
They are the four pillars of our common life. The
Guidebook is organized around them.

Guided by Christ’s love, we do nof invent our way
forward. We are guided. The clearest expression
of that guidance is the love of Jesus Christ, the
same yesterday, foday, and forever.
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Our Four Values

worship

We gather to glorify God. Sunday
morning is the heartbeat of the week.

serve

We follow a Lord who came not to be
served but to serve. Service is how love
spills info the rest of the week.

connect
A disciple is nev@one. connection is

the patient work of building real
friendships.

‘FQITh IS a journey. We comml'r To grOng
mScripture, love, and maturity as

tej,!,gwers of Jesusﬁ




About Us

230 594 184 410
Avg. Sunday Active Children and Youth Active Adults
worship

What To Expect

The dress is casual. The welcome is warm.
You will see families with young children,
longtime members who remember the
founding pastors, feenagers who came on
their own, and first-time visitors. Come as
you are.

Rooted in the Eastern Shore

We are a church for everyone around
Mobile Bay. Many of our members live within
ten minutes of the church, but some drive
from west Mobile. Our ministries exist to
serve the area around us. When something
matters to our community, it matters to us.

Aboutf Our Church 07



A Year At Spanish Fort

The rhythm of our year follows the Christian calendar, the school calendar, and the life of our
community. Specific dates are published in the Spanish Fort Spotlight and
in Friday’s Pastor’s Nofte.

Advent and Christmas

The four Sundays before Christmas are Advent. We light the candles, we sing the
carols, we host special music services including Lessons and Carols. Christmas Eve
brings hundreds together across multiple services.

Epiphany and the Season After
worship continues through Epiphany. Children’s Ministry attends a Winter Children’s
Retreat af Blue Lake Camp. Adult discipleship classes start their winter rounds.

Lent and Holy Week
The forty days before Easter are Lent. We publish a daily devotional booklet and walk
together through Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.

Eastertide and the Fifty Great Days
The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are a focused membership and reconnection
push, especially for regular attenders who have not yet formally joined the church.

Spring
confirmation Sunday for our middle-school students. The Spring Pop-Up Thrift Store.
Costa Rica mission feams travel during the spring break window.

summer
Vacation Bible School, summer studies for adults, the youth mission trip. A few extra
combined services on selected Sundays.

Fall

The fall program year begins in August. Sunday evening groups restart. The annual
discipleship series runs through Commitment Sunday. Charge Conference is held in
early November.

Through the Year

Some things never stop. Sunday morning discipleship. The Community Dinner
happens every month. The Mahjong group meets every Wednesday. The Prayer
Chain prays every day. The Preschool gathers Monday through Friday. Pastoral care
continues without a calendar.

08 About Our Church



Rev. Dr. Mike
owenby

Associate Pastor

:

Rev. Sarah Roberts Andy Cloninger Elisha Dozier

Associate Pastor contemporary Worship Director of Finance
Minister & Operations

Sean Harnas Margie wWalters

Children’s Minister Youth Minister Executive Assistant

Erin Tucker Brandon Marcus Scoftt Clemons

Minister of Spanish Fort Associate Music Minister Children’s Assistant
UMC Preschool

Stephanie Updike Tonja Greer
Nursery Worker Nursery Worker
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WORSHIP

Two services, two styles, one Lord

worship is the first thing a church
does. Before the meetings, before the
missions, before the small groups, the

church gathers to worship.

Wworship is where we come together
as one people to offer God praise and
experience the presence of the Holy
Spirit. In worship, we discover we are
walking this Christian journey with a
whole congregation of other
followers who desire to be more like
Christ.

- £ Rev. Dr. Mike Owenby
= =, Associate Pastor
T ‘—
'
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sunday Mornings
Main Campus | Sanctuary

Traditional Worship

Held in the Sanctuary af the Main Campus. A
service of hymns, Scripture, prayer, sermon,
and (on the first Sunday of each month) Holy
Ccommunion. The Chancel Choir leads the
music most Sundays, with handbells, soloists,
and special instrumentalists adding to the
offering throughout the year.

The order of service is steady from week to
week. The hymns are drawn from the deep
well of the Methodist tfradition. The pace is
unhurried, because the worship of God is not
something we rush through.

Contemporary Worship

A service of band-led music, prayer,
Scripture, sermon, and monthly Holy
Ccommunion. The band leads songs from the
broader stream of contemporary worship
music, written for full congregational singing.

We believe people meet God in different
ways, and we want our worship spaces to
invite as many people in as possible.

11:00 a.m.

worship 1




Several sundays each year, both services
gather for a single combined service.
Combined services include high holy days
such as Christmas Eve and All Saints Sunday,
plus a few additional Sundays the staff
schedules fo mark special seasons in the life
of the church. These services are an
important reminder that we are one
congregation.

Combined Services

Special wWorship Through the Year

Lessons and Carols

A service of nine lessons and carols held in
Advent, with our choirs and soloists telling
the story of Christ’'s coming through
Scripture and music.

Christmas Eve

Multiple services, including a family-friendly
service for our youngest worshipers and a
candlelight communion service.

Ash Wednesday
A service of ashes and prayer that opens the
season of Lent.

Holy Week

Palm Sunday gathers the children and the
palms. Maundy Thursday observes the Last
Supper. Good Friday holds vigil at the cross.
Easter Sunday begins with a sunrise service
and raises the alleluias again.

12 Worship

All Saints Sunday

We name the members of our congregation
who have entered the church triumphant in
the past year. We light a candle for each
one.

confirmation sunday

our middle-school confirmands stand and
claim the faith that was claimed for them in
baptism.

commitment Ssunday

The high point of the discipleship season,
when we offer our pledges for the coming
year.



Worship Opportunities

Worship does not happen by itself. Every Sunday is the result of

dozens of volunteers showing up and doing the small, faithful

work that makes the gathering possible.

Chancel Choir

Adult choir sings most Sundays at the
Traditional service. Tuesday rehearsals
during the program year. New singers
welcome. No audition.

Children’s Choir

Children of elementary age sing together as
part of our Children’s Ministry. The choir
leads worship at selected services through
the year.

Acolytes

Open to all ages. Volunteers who carry the
light info the Sanctuary at the start of
worship and carry it out again at the end.
Training provided.

Ushers

Welcome guests and members at the door
before worship. Hand out bulletins and take
up the offering. Serve the bread and the cup
af the Communion table. Approximately one
sunday per month.

Handbells

Our handbell ensemble plays occasionally
af the Traditional service and at special
services throughout the year.

worship Band

Vvocalists, guitarists, keyboard players,
drummers, and bassists who lead our
contemporary service. New musicians and
singers welcome.

Altar Guild

Prepares the Sanctuary for worship each
week, sets the Communion table, tends the
candles, paraments, and flowers.

worship Tech volunteer
Run sound, lighting, livestream, or media at
one of our services. Training provided.

Please contact worship@spanishfortumec.orgq if you are

interested in volunteering during Sunday Worship services.

worship 13



Love walking out the front door of the church.

When Jesus stood up in his hometown synagogue and read his sermon for the first time, he
chose a passage from Isaiah. The Spirit of the Lord, he read, has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let
the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. Then he sat down and said,
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Just as that was Jesus’s job descripfion, if is also ours. The church does noft exist for itself. The
church exists because the world needs the kind of love only Jesus can give, and Jesus has
chosen to give it through people like us.

14 Serve



[Local Mission Partners

Prodisee Pantry

One of Baldwin County’s largest food relief
partners, serving thousands of families
each year. We support Prodisee with food
drives, gifts, and volunteer days.

Kidz Eatz

Backpack meals for elementary-age
children in our local schools who would
otherwise go hungry on the weekends.

Family Promise of Baldwin County

Serves families experiencing homelessness,

providing femporary housing, case
management, and a path back to stability.

Baldwin Family Village

A community for survivors of domestic
violence and their children. We support
the Village with seasonal supply drives
and monthly meal sponsorship.

William Green Veterans Home

A residence for veterans in Bay Minefte.
We carry out a fall supply drive and host
visits with the residents.

Westminster

Oour partner congregation through whom
we extend hospitality and shared service
in the wider Spanish Fort community.

Ronald McDonald House
Our church serves the Ronald McDonald

House by providing monthly meals to families
with children receiving medical care, offering
a warm meal during a difficult time.

Serve 15



Denominational Connections

USA Wesley Foundation Embrace Alabama Kids

The United Methodist campus ministry for Formerly the United Methodist Children’s
college students. We support USA Wesley Home, Embrace Alabama Kids serves
Foundation through annual giving and children in foster care, adopftive families,
special offerings. and young adults aging out of the system.

Missionaries We Support

Ray and Lidia Zirkel Monica M.
Missionaries serving in Costa Rica. Missionary serving in South India.

Some of the people who eat at our table will never sit

through a worship service. That is fine. Jesus fed people

who never came back. We do the same.

Homegrown Ministries

community Dinner Costa Rica Mission

Oonce a month on our West Campus, we set Each year, teams from our church, including
the table and serve a warm, free meal fo both adults and youth, travel to Costa Rica to
neighbors in our community. We also serve local Methodist churches and our
provide free childcare and resources to partner children’s home. Our teams help
support families in need. with construction projects, lead VBS, and

support the needs of our ministry partners.

Pop-Up Thrift Store

our newest service ministry, located at the Annual Supply Drives

West Campus. Donations from the Baldwin Family Village in early fall, the
congregation are sorted, priced, and Veterans Home in Ilafe fall, the blanket drive
offered to the community at low cost. for those without shelter through the winter.
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community Dinner volunteer
Cook, serve, set up, clean up, or sit with a
neighbor over the meal.

Pop-Up Thrift Store volunteer
sort, price, stock, or staff the register.
Several rotating shifts during the week.

Tutoring Program

Through our partnership with South
Baldwin Literacy Council, high school
students and adults have the chance to
tutor children throughout the week.

Kidz Eatz vVolunteer
Help pack backpack meals or coordinate
school deliveries.

Sponsor Meals

Ronald McDonald House, Baldwin Family
Village, and Family Promise of Baldwin
county.

Mission Trip Participant
Join the Costa Rica team for a week of cross-
cultural service.

Missions Team Member
Plan, support, and steward our mission
partnerships through the year.

Serve 17
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Showing up matters

Church is more than a place you show
up for an hour on Sundays. Your name
matters, and we want our
congregation to know each other.
Worship services bring us together.
Missions and service give us shared
work. But there is a third kind of life a
church needs, and it is the kind of life
that happens around tables, on
porches, in living rooms, and in the
long pause after the meeting is over.

Connection is the slow, patient work of
becoming a family.

The Bible is not shy about this. Jesus
called his disciples friends. The first
Christians broke bread together,
house to house, with glad and
generous hearts. The letters of the
New Testament are full of greetings
and embraces and shared meails.
Every healthy community has a
culture of friendship. The church
should not be the exception. The
church should be the example.

Sunday Morning Coffee and Snacks

A few minutes between the two worship services before Discipleship Groups begin. The coffee
station and snacks offer us a chance to cafch up and connect. We encourage members to
stay a few extra minufes, find someone they do not know, and introduce themselves.

18 connect



Mahjong

Every Wednesday evening at
5:30, the Mahjong Fellowship
Group meets on our West
Ccampus to play, and welcome
anyone who wants to learn.

No Book Book Club

Every month, the No Book Book
Club meets at The Hawthorn
Tea Room in Daphne for teq,
meaningful conversation, and
fellowship, with no assigned
reading or homework.

Fellowship Groups and
Supper Clubs

Fellowship Groups are small gatherings of church
members who meet regularly. Some are organized
around a hobby. Some around a life stage. Some around
nothing more than the desire to know one another better.
Supper Clubs are a particular kind of Fellowship Group:
eight to twelve people who gather monthly for a shared
dinner, rotating between members’ homes or meeting at
a restaurant.

Seasonal Gatherings

Throughout the year, the church hosts gatherings that
bring the whole congregation together. Trunk or Treat in
the church parking lot for the families of the community.
Remedy Youth'’s Friendsgiving. The annual Advent
Celebration. The Easter brunch and Easter Celebration.

Support Groups

As a part of the Community Dinner ministry, we are in the
process of adding grief support, recovery groups, and
other gatherings of people who need to know they are
not alone.

How to Get Connected

The first step is simply to come. The second step is fo come
back. The third step is to lef someone know your name.

The staff is here to help you find your people. If you are a
guest, fill out an Attendance Pad during worship, and
someone will reach out within the week.

Men’s and Women’s Groups

Monthly gatherings for meals and fellowship. Email
srpastor@spanishfortumc.org to learn more.

connect 19



GROW

Becoming more like Jesus at
every age.

Faith is a journey

The Christian life is not a moment. It is a long obedience to
Jesus that lasts as long as we have breath, and (we believe)
carries on info the life that comes next. Growth is what we
call the work of going deeper into that life. The Holy Spirit is
working within us, guiding us as we seek to be more like
Christ.

Ministries

CHILDREN

20 Grow




Confirmation, Membership, and Baptism

For children, youth, and adults who are not yet members or who have never
been baptized, the next steps are simple. Talk with a pastor. Confirmation is
offered annually for our middle-school youth. Adult new member classes are
offered each week. Baptism is celebrated in worship on a Sunday that fits your
schedule. We baptize infants, children, youth, and adults. Once is enough, as
we honor any prior Christian baptism.

._ *-..1._'.'".
. ..\ 1 -.\I l’

L4
-
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children’s

our Children’s Ministry believes the early years of faith formation matter enormously, and we
partner with parents to help children grow up knowing the love of God, the story of Scripfure,
and the joy of belonging to a church family.

A check-in and check-out system is used for
children, volunteers, and employees during all Nursery

regular programming. All employees and
volunteers follow the Safe Sanctuary policy and Infants through age 3. staffed by

have been background checked. employees and volunteers during
IRa worship services and both Sunday

o, morning and Sunday evening adult

discipleship classes.

Sunday Morning

Children’s Church Age 4-2"crade

Available during both worship services. Children Vacation Bible school

leave the Sanctuary at the appointed time for an Each summer, VBS draws around
age-appropriate worship experience. 100 children from our church and
sunday Morning Discipleship age-6"crade communify for a week of Bible
These classes provide age-appropriate Bible study. adventures, crafts, music,

Scripture study and a lot of fun!

iy i
-

é ? Sunday Evening

Little Lights age 4-kindergarten Shine Kids 3+and 4" crade

Children hear stories from the Bible, learn simple Bible lessons, hands-on activities, games,
Bible truths through a variety of activities, and and the start of more in-depth Bible
start fo make church friends. study and faith development.

Spark Kids 1"and2™crade connect 5" and 6" Grade

Bible lessons, games, hands-on activities, and an Deeper Bible study, age-appropriate
opportunity fo grow in faith. discussion fo nourish faith development,

and a bridge info the youth program.
22 Grow
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Remedy Youth

7TH-12TH Crade | Sunday Nights 5:30PM
West Campus, Youth Area

Summer Revive Camp

7TH-12TH Grade | A week away at camp each summer.

Winter Retreat

An annual refreat weekend focused on
worship and fellowship.

Youth Week

7TH-12TH Grade | A week of fun, worship, and games.

Mission Trip

Our Youth Ministry is planning to revitalize
summer Mission opportunities in 2027.

ldents. The yo

u%lvrogrorﬁ |
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Adult
Discipleship

24 Grow

Our adult Discipleship Groups are organized across several
formats to fit different seasons of life. The goal is the same in
every format: that the adults of this church grow in knowledge
of Scripture and in faithfulness as followers of Jesus.

sunday Morning Groups

sunday morning groups take place from 10:00-
10:50 in various locations around campus.
Although anyone is welcome in any group, they
have naturally formed over time around various
age groups.

Young Adults (20s-30s)

Recently Young Adults (30s-405)
watermark (40s-50s)

sunday Morning women’s Group (40s-60s)
Gather in Grace (50s-605)

Light Seekers (65+)

Pastor-Led Groups
Each week our pastors lead different groups.
The topics change based on the season.

Pastor Mike | Thursdays | 10:00 AM | Reed Building
Pastor Sarah | Thursdays | 5:30 PM | West Campus
Pastor Woods | Sundays | 5:30 PM | West Campus
(Childcare provided on sunday nights)

Lent and Advent Studies
Each year we offer a focused study during the
seasons of Lent and Advent.




PrimeTimers

PrimeTimers is a fellowship ministry for adults ages 55 and older that
provides opportunities to connect through fellowship, tfravel, games, meals,
and special events. The group enjoys monthly outings, local day trips, and
social gatherings designed to build friendships and community within the
church.

The group regularly fravels together to
destinations such as theaters, museums,
expos, parks, restaurants, and other
points of interest using the church bus
when available. Recent examples have
included trips to the Senior Expo, local
seafood restaurants, and movie nights.

PrimeTimers welcomes adults 55 and older
who are looking for fellowship, fun, and
opportunities to build lasting friendships
while staying active in the life of the church.
Whether you're new to Spanish Fort UMC or
have been attending for years, you're invited
to participate.

Grow 25




SFUMP
£ Preschool

DAILY ACTIVITIES

9:00 a.m. - Arrival

Morning Work
sSnack
Music

Motor Skills

our preschool ministry provides a loving, nurturing
environment for your children to learn, grow, and
experience God’s love. Through age-appropriate .
learning, play, worship, Bible stories, and meaningful Outside Play
relationships with teachers and friends, we strive to Centers and stories
help each child grow in confidence, kindness, 12:00 p.m. - Dismissal /
independence, and a love for learning. Our teachers

partner with families to provide a safe and joyful

environment where every child is known, valued, and

cared for. Our goal is fo not only prepare children for

their next step in school, but also to help them begin

developing a lifelong relationship with Jesus and a

strong foundation of faith. Our day runs 9:00 a.m. to

12:00 p.m., with an optional Extended Day hour until

1:00 p.m. for three-year-olds and Pre-K.

&

Have Questions?
Q¢ 251.626.1380
¥ ®) preschool@spanishfortumc.org

Erin Tucker

Minister of SFUM
Preschool

26 Grow
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How We
organize

The work behind the scenes

A church is more than its organizational chart, but a healthy church needs a healthy
organization. Spanish Fort UMC operates within the long-tested polity of the United
Methodist Church, with a staff team, a body of lay leaders, a set of standing
committees, and a budget that funds the ministries described elsewhere in this
Guidebook.

The summary below is meant for anyone who wants to know how the church
functions Monday through Saturday.

our standing Committees

Trustees SPRC

Stewards of the church’s property, buildings, Oversees staff hiring, supervision,
insurance, and physical assets. Meets the compensation, and personnel matters.
second Monday of the month at 5:30 PM. Meets the second Thursday of the

Open to anyone. month. Closed except by invitation.
Finance Committee Nominations

Oversees the budget, the offerings, and Discerns and recommends the lay
financial controls. Meets the third Monday of leadership for the coming year. Meets in
the month. Open to anyone. late summer and early fall.

Church council

The executive body of the Charge
Conference. Coordinates all committee
work. Meets quarterly beginning in 2027.
Open to the whole church.

How We Organize 27



Opportunities for Lay Leadership

The decisions in our congregation are made
equally by the laity and the clergy. Each area of
our church needs volunteers to lead and
shepherd the ministry.

Lay Leader

Lay Members of Annual Conference
Church council
SPRC
Finance Committee
Trustees
Treasurer
Missions Team
Preschool Board
Nominations Committee
worship Team
Children's Leadership Team
Youth Parent Council
S.A.L.T. (Senior Activity Leadership Team)

our Budget

Spanish Fort UMC funds its ministries through the gifts of its members and friends.
Approximately 70 percent of our annual revenue comes from pledged and non-
pledged giving. Additional revenue comes from facility rental income, the Walgreens
lease at the West Campus, SFUM Preschool, and other sources. Our budget is
organized across personnel, ministry programming, facilities, missions, and
apportionments to the wider United Methodist Church. The budget is a public
document and available upon request.

28 How We Organize



communications

Friday Pastor’s Note
A Friday morning pastoral lefter from
the Senior Pastor

Spanish Fort Monthly
A monthly brochure summarizing the
work of the Church Council and the staff.

social Media

Spanish Fort Spotlight

Tuesday email communications with
announcements, dates, and ministry
updatres.

Website
spanishfortumec.org

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

our Facilities

Main Campus
6690 Spanish Fort Boulevard
251.626.1334

sanctuary, Narthex, Reed
Building, and the Fellowship
Hall Building, with the
Preschool and sunday
morning children’s ministry on
its lower level.

West Campus
6530 Spanish Fort Boulevard

Offices, Sunday evening children’s
ministry space, Remedy Youth's

ministry space, Community Dinner
space, and the Pop-Up Thrift Store.

How We Organize 29
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Membership

You do not have to be a member to belong
here. You can worship, join a group, serve, and
be cared for without ever signing anything.
Membership is a set of promises, and those
promises are on page 32.

Professing member. Has professed faith in Christ
and joined this congregation, by profession of
faith or by transfer.

« Baptized member. Baptized here or elsewhere,
not yet professed and joined. Most are our
children prior to confirmation.

« Affiliate member. A United Methodist whose
membership stays at another UMC while they live
here for a season.

« Associate member. The same arrangement for
someone whose membership is in another
denomination.

« Constituent. Has noft joined, but has been
participating for at least six months.

« Visitor. Has come or participated, but is not yet a

regular part of things.

Active. Has participated in some way in the past

six months.

Inactive. No participation for at least six months.

e

594 410 184

ACTIVE CHILDREN
PEOPLE ADULTS AND YOUTH
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HOW
TO JOIN

All are welcome here.
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A church is a strange thing to join. You do not become a
member of Spanish Fort UMC the way you become a
member of a gym or a club. You become a member of a
household of faith, a body of believers, a family that has
been gathering in the name of Jesus for two thousand years
and infends to keep gathering until Christ comes again. The
paperwork is the easy part. The promises matter.

If you are reading this section, you are probably one of
three people. You might be a guest who has been here a few
sundays and is wondering what comes next. You might be a
regular attender who has been part of the church for a
while but never formally joined. You might be a long-fime
member dusting off the basics. All of you are welcome here.

The Promises We Make

When you join the United Methodist Church, you make a
series of promises, the same promises Christians have made
for two thousand years. These promises are spoken aloud in
worship on the day you join.

To be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church
and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries.

We promise our loyalty to Jesus Christ, and we are going to
express that loyalty through our membership in Christ’s
Church. We do this by supporting our ministries.

To faithfully participate in the ministries of this congregation
by your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.

This promise, particular fo United Methodists, has five distinct
parts, each of which is important. We promise to pray, show

up, give, and serve. Lastly, we promise our witness.

That we will faithfully represent Christ and this congregation
through our behavior in the world.

These are not how we earn our way to God. God has already
come to us in Christ. They are how we keep showing up to
the relationship, so that the grace we have already received
can keep doing its work in us.
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How To Join

Come to worship.

You do not need to be a member to belong here. All are welcome.

Tell us who you are.

Fill out an Attendance Pad or speak to a pastor after worship.

Attend a New Member Class.

Offered every week at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall.

Come forward in worship.
On a Sunday agreed in advance, you come forward at the close of worship. The pastor reads the
membership vows. You answer with your promises, the church receives you, and you become part of

the family.

If you have been baptized in any Christian tradifion, your bapfism is honored. If you have not been
baptized, the pastor will discuss with you whether to schedule a baptism in connection with your
membership Sunday or to plan if for another date that suits you.
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SPANISH FORT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Wells We Didn't Dig

Spanish
Fort

UMNITED METHODIST CHURCH

One card for each person or family. Mark anything you would like to be part of in 2027, and someone will follow up with

you.

WORSHIP

Traditional at 8:45 and Contermpordry at 1:00, both in the Sanctuary.
] 1 will be in worship more in 2027 than | was in 2026.
[] 1will pray for this church, its people, and its leaders.

[] I am interested in serving on the Tech Team (slides, lights,
video, sound).

[C] l'am interested in serving as an usher or greeter,
[C] I 'am interested in joining the choir.
[] | am interested in joining the contemporary band.

GROW

Discipleship Groups help people grow in faith together through study,
prayer, and spiritudl encourogement

[] 1 am in a Discipleship Group.

] I'want to join a Discipleship Group.

[[] I want to lead or start a Discipleship Group.
[J | want to join the church.

[J ! plan to attend the New Member Class.

GIFTS

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

ciTY STATE Zip

EMAIL(S)

PHONE(S)

We love to celebrate how many pecple take a new step in giving.

Please check any that apply.

[] This is my first commitment to Spanish Fort UMC.
[J This is at least a tithe, ten percent of what | earn.
[] Please help me set up recurring online giving.

| have already remembered SFUMC in my will or estate
Y ¥
plans, or | would like information about doing so.

CONNECT

Fellowship Groups help pgople connect and build friendships through
shared activities and meais.

[] l'am in a Fellowship Group.

[] I want to join a Fellowship Group.

[] I want to lead or start a Fellowship Group.

[ | will invite someane to Spanish Fort UMC.

[J | am interested in joining the PrimeTimers ministry.

SERVE

Inside these walls and well past them,

[] | would like more information about how to serve in
Missions.

(] | am interested in serving in Children’s Ministry.

[] | am interested in serving in youth ministry.

[ 1 am interested in serving at the Community Dinner.

[] I am interested in going on a Costd Rica mission trip.
[J 1am interested in working in the Pop-Up Thrift Store,

[] 1 am interested in tutoring with the South Baldwin Literacy
Council,

[] I want to take part in a churchwide service day.
[ I'am willing to serve on @ committee or a ministry team.

2027 l

A commitment is a faithful estimate of what you intend to
glive.itis not a contract-and it is not a bill. It is what lets our
leaders plan next yedr with honest numbers instead of
guesses.

This financial
commitment is for

me as an
individual

my whole
household

d

In 2027 1 will give o totdl of

$

to the ministries of Spanish Fort UMC.

a

SIGNED DATE

YOU CAN DO THIS ONLINE

spanishfortumec.org/pledge
Scan the code or type the address. The form asks exactly what this
page asks, and it goes straight to the church office.

Now the Lord has given us room and we
will Hourish in the land.
Genesis 26:22
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We are glad you are herel




